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been dispelled. In the face of these incontrovertible facts, is it prudent
for the Government to allow a source of strength, which always lies at
its disposal, to run to waste? Our contemporary, The Natal Witness, has
recently written a very thoughtful editorial on the Indian question, and
has shown that, some day or other, the question of Indian representa-
tion must be seriously taken up by the colonists. We agree with the view,
though Indians do not aspire to any political power in the Colony. All
they require is a guarantee of full civil rights under the general laws
of the Colony. This should be the birthright of every British subject
living in a British territory. Refusal to accept anybody as an immig-
rant is, in certain circumstances, justifiable, but imposition-of disabilities
upon well-behaved and physically sound immigrants can never be justi-
fied either on economic or political grounds. Whilst, therefore, the" ques-
tion of Indian representation is undoubtedly very important, we consider
that the question of Indian volunteering is more important because it is
more practicable. There is, it is nowadays fully recognised, work in the
field which does not require the bearing of arms, but which is just as
useful and quite as honourable as the shouldering of a rifle. If the Govern-
ment, instead of neglecting Indians, were to employ them for volunteering
work, they would add appreciably to the utility of the Militia, and would
always be able in times of trouble to rely upon Indians giving a good
account of themselves. The Government, we doubt not, recognise that
it is impossible for them to drive Indians out of the country. Why
not, then, make the best of the material at hand, and convert a hitherto
neglected community into a permanent and most valuable asset of the
State?

Indian Opinion, 17-3-1906

25L AN INTERSTATE NATIVE COLLEGE
A considerable amount of enthusiasm has been evoked by the move-
ment that was initiated some months ago by Mr. Tengo Jabavu, Editor
of Imwi with the object of creating an Inter-State Native College with
the present Lovedale Institute as its nucleus. Both Mr. Jabavu and Mr.
K. A. Hobart Houghton, organising secretary of the movement, have
been touring South Africa, their purpose being the threefold one of
enlisting the sympathetic co-operation of the various South African
Governments, creating a healthy Native opinion on the subject by means
of careful explanation and illustration, and, perhaps, most important of
all, the collection of funds to enable serious work to be commenced in
the near future. We have already in these columns drawn attention
to the excellent and instructive programme carried out by Mr. Booker
T, Washington at the Tuskegee Institute in America.1 It is proposed to
develop the work to be undertaken by the new College on the same
, 1 Vide Vol. Ill, pp. 437-40.